
 

The National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI) 

5, Lajpatrai Road, Prayagraj-211002, India 

Monthly Summary for the month of November 2021 

 
 

 The National Academy of Sciences, India Mumbai Chapter in 

association with The Institute of Science, Mumbai organised a 

"Webinar on Spinal Cord Injury and Rehabilitation" on 15th 

November 2021, 4pm via Google meet (please see the copy of the 

programme – Annex. 1).  
 

 Kerala Chapter of The National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI) 

organised a Webinar on World Fisheries Day on Sunday, 21 

November 2021. Dr. K. Riji John, Hon. Vice Chancellor, KUFOS was 

the speaker on the occasion. 
 

 NASI-Bhopal Chapter organised a two days awareness programme in 

Nov. 2021 on the importance and impact of herbal medicines (please 

see a news published about that - Annex. 2). 
 

 The second meeting of the Inter-Academy Panel on Women in 

STEMM was held on November 09, 2021 on virtual mode. The 

members unanimously agreed upon preparing a comprehensive 

proposal for the national data base/website preparation. Also several 

other important decisions were taken (please see Annex. 3, for the 

details).   
 

 The Academy also celebrated ‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’ by 

organising several other scientific programmes through its Chapters.  
 

Several other NASI Chapters also organized online scientific activities.                                                
 



 
 

     

Awareness Program on Spinal Cord Injury 

and Rehabilitation 
 

Webinar on 

‘Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) - a Devastating & Incurable 

Permanent Disability’ 
(Keynote Speaker: Dr (Ms.) Ketna L. Mehta, PhD) 

 

This webinar will focus on how one gets a SCI, how to prevent it, and what 

steps are needed towards rehabilitation of SCI-sufferers. 

 

Date: Monday, November 15, 2021 

Time: 16:00-18:00 hrs 
 

About the Keynote Speaker: 

Dr. Ketna Mehta is a PhD on Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation and Management.She is an 

Author, a Professor, a Researcher, a Thought Leader on Disability Solutions, an Inspirational 

Speaker, a Management Curator, and a Recipient of the prestigious NCPEDP Shell Helen 

Keller Award. She served asHon. Guest Editor (Dec 2019) for „Design for All‟, with atheme: 

“Quality of Life of Living with Spinal Cord Injury in India- Rehabilitation Design Challenges 

and Solutions.” (www.designforall.in).  

 

PROGRAM DETAILS 

16:00-16:10hrs   Introduction by Dr. J. V. Yakhmi 

16:10-17:20hrs Talk-cum-Discussion by Dr. Ketna Mehta 

17:20-18:00hrs Short talks (10 min. each) on physiotherapy and sports for SCI 

rehabilitation, by: 

(1) Ms. Sunita Sancheti; (2) Mr. Mohd. Sheikh 

(3) Mr. Oliver D‟Souza; (4) Ms. Neenu Kewlani 

18:00-18:05hrs Vote of Thanks 

 

ONLINE Host of the Porgram: The Homi Bhabha State University, Mumbai; 

 The Institute of Science (ISC) Mumbai  & ISC Alumni Association 
 

Click here to join: https://meet.google.com/xpi-uath-hof 
 

All are Cordially Invited. 

The National Academy of Sciences, India 

(Mumbai Chapter) 

 

http://www.designforall.in/
https://meet.google.com/xpi-uath-hof
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Annex. 3 

Minutes of the meeting of Inter-Academy Panel held on Nov 09, 2021 (on WEB) 

 

Thesecond meeting of the Inter-Academy Panel on Women in STEMM was held 

on November 09, 2021 on virtual mode. 

The following were present: 

1. Prof. Manju Sharma, NASI Distinguished Woman Scientist Chair       -In Chair 

2. Prof. Shobhona Sharma,Chair of INSA ‘Women in Science Panel’     -Incumbent Chair 

3. Prof. Rohini M Godbole, CHEP, IISc, Bangalore  - Senior Member (In lieu of Past 

Chair) 

4. Dr.RenuSwarup, Former Secretary, DBT, Govt. of India               -Special Invitee  

5. Dr.SubhraChakraborty, Director, NIPGR, Delhi                                      - Member                

6. Prof. SomdattaSinha, Adjunct Professor, IISER, Kolkata                        - Member 

7. Prof. MadhoolikaAgrawal, Dept. Of Botany, BHU                                  - Member 

8. Prof. Ramakrishna Ramaswamy, Department of Chemistry, IIT, Delhi    - Member 

9. Prof. ShobhanaNarasimhan, JNCASR, Bangalore                           - Member 

10. Dr.SmitaMahale, Former Director, ICMR-NIRRH, Mumbai                - Member 

11.  Prof. Shubha Tole, Chair of Women in Science Panel of IASc                - Member 

12. Dr.AninditaBhadra, Associate Professor, IISER, Kolkata                     - Member 

13.  Prof. SrubabatiGoswami, PRL, Ahemadabad                                          - Member 

14. Dr. G Taru Sharma, Director, CAFTVP, IVRI, Izatnagar- Member 

15.  Prof. Sushmita Mitra, ISI, Kolkata                                                           - Member 

16.  Prof. LathaRangan, IIT, Guwahati                                                           - Member 

17.  Prof. Hema Rajaram, BARC, Mumbai                                           - DAE Nominee 

18. Dr. Nivedita Gupta, Scientist ‘F’, ICMR                                       -ICMR Nominee 

19.  Smt. NigarShaji, Scientist/ Engineer-G,URSC                             -ISRO Nominee 

20.  Ms ArchnaPant,YWS, NASI                                                       -Member Secretary 

Prof. Paramjit Khurana, Delhi University, South Campus (Member), Prof. Vijay 

Laksmi Rabindranath, Director, CBR, IISc, Bangalore (Member), Dr. Madhu 

Dikshit, THSTI National Chair (Member), Prof. Sunil Mukhi, IISER, Pune 

(Member), Prof. LS Shashidhara, IISER,Pune (Member), Dr.KiranMazumdar Shaw, 

Biocon (Member), Dr. Shilpa Sharma, AIIMS, Delhi (Member), Dr.Namita Gupta 

(DST Nominee), Dr. Alka Sharma (DBT Nominee), Dr. Vibha Malhotra Sawhney 

(CSIR Nominee), could not join due to their prior commitments. 

Ms.Archna Pant welcomed the members and thanked them for their participation.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru_Centre_for_Advanced_Scientific_Research


The meeting commenced with the introductory remarks by the Chairperson. She 

also accorded a cordial welcome to all the members.Expressing her concern about 

malnutrition of Women and Children;and referring to the awareness 

programmes/webinars organised by NASI HQ/ local Chapters on ‘Nutrition’ as well 

as COVID related aspects, shetold that the members may think about it and also 

proposed how they can contribute. She proposed to take up some major activities/ 

awareness programmes by the panel members/their respective institutions relevant 

to the present pandemic and prevailing conditions in the country. 

Minutes of the first meeting were confirmed. 

The recommendationsof the first meeting were noted; and the follow up actions on 

the decisions made earlier were also mentioned.  The Chairperson reported about 

the sanction/approval of a small amount by NASI for the preparation of the national 

website on WiS as part of panel’s activities. 

The members unanimously agreed upon preparing a comprehensive proposal for the 

national data base/website preparation.  

The presentations were made by a few task force coordinators regarding the 

activities done/ proposed action plans. 

Prof. MadhoolikaAgarwal gave a Presentation on the awareness programme for 

Rural Women which was appreciated by members. 

The document on Gender policy was presented by Dr. Shubha Tole and discussed in 

detailed; the members were requested to send their comments to Ms.Archna Pant by 

30
th
 November. Thereafter,these will be compiled by Ms.ArchnaPant and sent to 

Prof. ShubhaTole for incorporation in the document. The final Policy Document 

will be again discussed in the panel and then submitted to the Presidents of all the 

three Academies for their approval and implementation. 

Dr. Rohini Godbole gave a presentation on the International activities and 

programmes relating to WiS.Dr.Shobhona Sharma was requested to discuss the 

matter with INSA officials and President INSA as they are responsible for 

International collaborations amongst the three Academies.  

After a detailed discussion on several related aspects,the following decisions were 

taken for consideration/ implementation: 

 

 Restructuring of the working group/ task force -2 (for compiling and 

regularly updating the national Women in Science Data base/ website and 



making and maintaining a webpage)comprising Dr.RenuSwarup, as the 

Coordinator; and Dr.RohiniGodbole, Dr.ShubhaTole, Dr.SubhraChakraborty 

as the members.The Panel noted the work done by DBT as SWATI website 

for the data on Women Scientists.  

 Document on ‘Gender Policy’ and ‘Retention of Women Scientists’ to be 

circulated among the members of the panel for seeking their suggestions/ 

comments by Nov 30, 2021for collation by Ms ArchnaPant and finalising by 

Dr.ShubhaTole and Dr. Rohini Godbole. 

 The presentation/ document submitted by Prof. MadhoolikaAgrawal, 

Coordinator of TF-1(Development of women in rural areas) after in 

cooperating the suggestions of this meeting, to be circulated to the Science 

Departments for financial support by the Chairperson. 

 For International collaboration on WiS, Dr.Shobhona Sharma will take up the 

matter with INSA. 

 

The meeting ended with the vote of thanks to the Chair, members and 

thespecial invitees. 

The next meeting will be held around last week of January or February, 

2022(in between if required, some members can meet along with the 

Chairperson or otherwise). 


