Section 4

Description and Definition of Success Indicators 

and Proposed Measurement Methodology

Science is a domain, which encompasses the every facets of life. It is an art if perceived with the intrinsic sense of appreciation; it is an endeavor to decorate the innate desires of life; it is an attempt to harmonize the different kinds of thinking; it is an idea which brings fascinating changes; and over all and above it is that acquired attribute of a human being which makes it superior to all other creations of God. Therefore, the question is not that how science could reach the masses, but how it be perceived by the general mass. If it is beneficial, appealing and easily understandable; certainly it would have an impact on the target area and the people. 

But more important than science is the scientific temperament, which makes an orderly change in our thinking and lifestyle. And then gradually, the science creeps in, becoming a part and parcel of our life. No abrupt change can be enforced in a human being, as he is a social animal; he has the quality to differentiate between dos and don’ts. Therefore, socio-psycho change in the behavior could be influenced by the right approach towards the implementation of any programme having science-society values. It is always very important to generate scientific programmes with societal inputs, infrastructure and intensity to enthuse the young minds; thus area specific approach is must while taking-up any project or programme, which is supposed to be related with the problems of common mass, then only they would feel a party to such endeavor and become responsible for its effective implementation. The participatory approach and prior dialogue is necessary to be set-up before conceptualizing any idea; this not only makes us familiar to the problems of general mass but also strengthens the bond helping in visualizing the possible impact of any programme.

Realizing this very fact, the NASI strongly feels that science-society programmes are must to generate scientific temper as well as solve several societal problems through scientific education and research aimed towards solving the problems of common mass. Actually, Prof. Meghnad Saha  made a categorical remark in his Presidential Address in the Inaugural Session of the Academy (NASI) in 1930, when he said -

"But the main function of the Academy should be towards cultural improvement by contribution to human knowledge".  

And since its inception in 1930, the Academy is pursuing its objectives with all its endeavor and it’s achievements are well recognized by the scientific fraternity and the leadership of the country. "Acclaimed as the oldest science academy of our country”, it has an excellent track record of promoting science education (with non-formal approach) and enlisting support of even the ordinary people for the dissemination of scientific temper. 
Every year, the popularization graphs of the Academy’s programmes are increasing by leaps and bounds; and the Annual Reports of the Academy which are submitted every year to the DST, New Delhi are documentary evidences of this fact and are self explanatory. The increasing number of the participants in the Academy’s programmes, day by day, is itself a mark of the Success Story. The increasing number of Fellows/Members every year, enormous number of applicants for the Fellowship/Membership/Sessional Membership/Nominees for the different Awards are the indicators of Academy’s growing horizons which has not only compelled the Academy to cover all the regions of the country by establishing its Chapters (total number of Chapters 15 as on date), but also increase the slab of admitting number of Fellowship/ Membership/nominations for different Awards. The association of the Academy with its sister Academies and government programmes is also a depiction of its qualitative and quantitative growth in the area of scientific activities as well as dissemination of science.
